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ALGARVE’s 2020 Rota do Petisco 

[Implementation Contingency Plan in response to 

the COVID-19 Pandemic] 

 
1. Contextualization 

The Rota do Petisco is an organization of the Teia D’Impulsos Association (TDI), which 

has the support of several public and private entities. This initiative appeared in 

Portimão in 2011 with the aim of boosting local restaurants and commerce, foster 

social and cultural animation and enrich the tourist offer in the localities adherents. In 

2020, in its 10th year of existence, the Rota do Petisco (RP) will run in a single edition 

throughout the Algarve between 11th of September and 11th of October 2020. 

At the end of 2019 SARS-CoV2 (COVID-19) viral infection, originating in Wuhan, 

China, and Pneumonia inflicter, was detected. A worldwide dissemination quickly 

occurred, making the World Health Organisation (WHO) classify the infection by SARS-

CoV2 (COVID-19) as a Pandemic on March 11th 2020. On the 2nd of March Portugal 

had its first confirmed cases, which quickly disseminated and led to the State of 

Emergency decrete in the whole country at March 18th 2020. 

In this context, in early March 2020, Teia D’Impulsos’ board examining the impossibility 

of continuing the process of organising Rota do Petisco and taking into account the 

uncertainty of the epidemiological situation in Portugal in May 2020, took the decision 

of postponing the event. 

After the end of the State of Emergency, on the 3rd of May 2020, and after the 

reopening of catering establishments decreed on May 18th and having into account the 

available data at the end of May 2020, Teia D’Impulsos’ board considered there were 

the safety measures needed to schedule Rota do Petisco’s 10th Edition still in 2020, 

who will, therefore happen from September 11th until the October 11th 2020. 

The purpose of this document is to define Rota do Petisco 2020’s contingency plan, 

according to the resulting limitations caused by the current epidemiological situation 

lived in our country and respecting the recommendations given by Direção-Geral da 

Saúde (DGS),in order to guarantee safety in terms of public health of the activity 

carried out, minimizing the risk of transmissibility of SARS-CoV2 (COVID-19). 
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2. General Measures 

2.1. This Contingency Plan defines recommendations for the general operation of the 

project, and the guidelines currently defined for the exercise of the economic activity of 

restaurants and beverages are not considered here. In this way, it is recommended 

that all establishments adhering to the 2020 Snack Route must comply with what is 

defined in DGS Guideline No. 023/2020 of 05/08/2020 - “Procedures in restaurants and 

drinks establishments” and that have also taking into account the AHRESP Good 

Practice Guide published on 05/13/2020. 

2.2. The general measures considered in this Contingency Plan are obviously 

dependent on the Decommissioning Plan that the Portuguese State is applying and 

that vary depending on the epidemiological situation in the country and specifically in 

the Algarve Region, so this will be a dynamic and subject document updates whenever 

justified. 

2.3. The vicissitudes of the COVID-19 Pandemic in the Algarve also implied a revision 

of the concept of the Rota do Petisco that was scheduled for this edition of 2020, a 

commemorative edition for being the 10th. Despite the difficulties and uncertainties 

experienced, TDI assumes the risk of holding the 10th Edition of the Rota do Petisco 

still in 2020, but the path will have to be the simplification of the project, preserving 

what is essential and identity for the Rota. This risk is assumed above all because TDI 

considers that the event in 2020 will be impactful and may contribute to the resumption 

of regional economic activity and to foster animation in our streets again, but always 

with the concern to responsibly promote the safety of all participants. Thus, two 

slogans are defined that intend to give voice to this objective: “In 2020 with Rota, the 

Algarve does not stop!” and “Go to Rota and have a snack in safety!” 

2.4. The application of this Contingency Plan implies the revision of the Regulation of 

Operation of Rota do Petisco 2020, both the version for the Adherent Establishment 

and the version for the Participant, which will thus be updated and published in the 

media of Rota do Petisco 2020 . 

2.5. For an adequate prevention of COVID-19 infection, the Contingency Plan includes 

all the following general measures to prevent the transmission of infection: 

● Hand Hygiene: All those involved in Rota do Petisco must perform their correct 

hand hygiene frequently (hand washing or disinfection with alcohol-based 

solution), so it is advisable to have dispensers with SABA / hand washing 

stations in all participating establishments. 

● Respiratory Etiquette: All those involved in Rota do Petisco must adopt the 

correct respiratory etiquette measures, namely the use of a mask (surgical or 

community), which should be removed only for eating. 

● Social Distancing: The necessary care must be taken to maintain the regulated 

social distance between those involved in Rota do Petisco who are not 

cohabitants. Snacking in a group of friends / family is authorized as long as it 

does not involve a gathering of more than 10 people, but respecting social 

distance. 

http://www.teiadimpulsos.pt/
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● Within the adhering restaurant spaces, the conditions defined in the respective 

contingency plans must be respected, with regard to maximum capacity, 

distance from tables and internal circuits. 

● The adhering establishments will have to comply with the recommendations for 

the management and cleaning of the space that are defined in the documents 

mentioned in point 2.1. 

● Everyone involved in Rota do Petisco should self-monitor symptoms. If any of 

the agents involved in Rota has symptoms suggestive of COVID-19 (fever, 

cough or shortness of breath) or has had contact with any person with a 

suspected or confirmed infection, they should not participate in Rota do Petisco 

and must act in accordance with recommendations from health authorities, after 

contacting the SNS24 Line. 

 
 
3. Adaptation to the operation of Rota do Petisco 2020 

3.1. In relation to the maintenance of social distance between the various agents 

involved in Rota do Petisco 2020, the following adaptations will be included: 

● Events that involve the gathering of people will not be promoted, thus, Rota’s 

Launch Party and the Closing Party will not be held in the usual way and the 

events of cultural animation will have to have as a basic condition not to 

condition a higher gathering to 20 people, mainly in closed spaces. 

● Along with the adhering establishments, strategies will be promoted that favor 

Rota do Petisco to be carried out by the visitants, mostly outdoors, outside 

closed spaces, which considerably reduces the risk of contagion and, in 

addition, allows animation to be returned to local streets. where the event will 

take place. 

● In establishments that have this possibility, it is recommended that the Rota 

Zone is marked in an outdoor terrace space. 

● In the case of adherents whose Rota’s menu is suitable, enable the  

participants to acquire and consume Rota’s menu outside the restaurant space. 

● In the 2020 edition, there will be no face-to-face Information Posts, information 

about Rota do Petisco, the prior acquisition of a passport and the validation of 

the passport will be carried out digitally. Nonetheless, Rota partners are 

requested that, despite the fact that they no longer have the Information 

Stations open, they have available information about Rota do Petisco 2020 in 

their spaces. 

● In the 2020 edition, the possibility of previously acquiring the passport will be 

created virtually. In this way, the participants will be able to order the passports 

they want, at least 10, make the donation for Rota Solidária corresponding to 

the passports he acquires by ATM payment and then receive the passports at 

home via CTT. Shipping costs are the responsibility of the petitioner. 

● The contact between the members of the organization and the heads of the 

participating establishments will be made, whenever possible, by telephone or 

e-mail, minimizing personal contact as much as possible. 

http://www.teiadimpulsos.pt/
mailto:geral@teiadimpulsos.pt


Rota do Petisco 2020’s Contingency Plan 

Teia D’Impulsos – Associação Social, Cultural e Desportiva 

www.teiadimpulsos.pt – geral@teiadimpulsos.pt 

4 

 

 

 

 

3.2. In order to reduce the risk of contagion, reducing the possibility of physical contact 

and object sharing, the following adaptations will be included: 

● The Rota Passport will be, more than ever, personal and non-transferable and 

should only be handled by the owner. 

● It is recommended that the adhering establishments make it possible to pay for 

the Rota using debit / contactless cards or other modalities to avoid handling 

money. 

● The stamping of the passport will no longer be carried out in the traditional 

manner. When snacking, the participants receive a sticker that they will stick in 

their passport in the respective space, thus documenting that they  have 

already nibbled at that establishment. 

● The Rota Individuals on the tables can only be used once by a single person, 

even if they are not dirty. This year, the Illustration Trail initiative will not take 

place. 

● At the end of Rota, for the validation of the passport to apply for Rota’s awards, 

it will not be necessary to have personal contact with someone to validate the 

“stamps”, this validation will be carried out virtually, according to the 

instructions that will be made available in the passport. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3.3. In relation to the disclosure and communication process of Rota do Petisco 2020, 

the following interventions will be included: 

● “Snack in Safety!” it will be one of the strongest mottos of this 2020 edition of 

Rota do Petisco and will be a constant presence in the communication of this 

10th edition of Rota. 

● The intention is to use Rota's means of communication with educational effects 

for the population, namely information on how to eat safely in the Rota 

Passport and in the project's digital media. The physical supports for disclosing 

the Rota do Petisco will also contain appeals to snacking safely. 

● Non-face-to-face modalities for disclosing Rota will be privileged, with special 

emphasis on the dynamization of Rota do Petisco’s website and the social 

networks used to communicate the project. 

 
 
4. Divulgação 

4.1. This Contingency Plan document will be available in Rota do Petisco’s media for 

consultation by all interested parties and will be sent by email to all partners and other 

stakeholders in the project. 

http://www.teiadimpulsos.pt/
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4.2. An information poster “Have your Tapas in Safety” will be produced with 

awareness of the general measures to prevent the transmission of infection, which 

should be posted in strategic locations of the adhering establishment. 

4.3. The participating establishments participating in Rota do Petisco 2020 will have to 

demonstrate that they know and agree with the application of this Contingency Plan. 

4.4. The organization of Rota do Petisco is responsible for providing all agents involved 

in the project with an e-learning training action, under the responsibility of FOrT (Teia 

D'Impulsos’ Training Center), for raising awareness and clarification for the present 

Contingency plan. 

 
 
5. Final dispositions 

5.1. As already mentioned, in the case of a Contingency Plan, in response to a public 

health situation, about which there are many doubts about what will be its evolution, 

this will have to be a dynamic document and will undergo changes according to the 

update of the recommendations of the Health Authorities. Whenever there is a 

fundamental change to this plan, the update will be communicated by email to all 

intervening parties in the project. 

5.2. In the event of a worsening of the epidemiological situation, in particular in case of 

the need to increase the containment measures again, the TDI Management may have 

the need to cancel the 2020 edition of the Petisco Route. This decision may be taken 

until August 15, 2020, without implying any compensation to the project partners. After 

the 15th of August, the 2020 Snack Route can only be canceled by order of the Health 

Authorities, and the organization of the event is outside this decision. 

5.3. It is the responsibility of Rota do Petisco, as a promoter, to ensure compliance with 

the various items of this Contingency Plan. 

5.4. The refusal of an intervening party (participant, establishment, partner, etc ...) to 

comply with the recommendations in force in this Contingency Plan, implies their 

expulsion from Rota do Petisco’s 10th Edition, without the right to any compensation. 

5.5. Rota do Petisco’s Organisation will implement a monitoring system of good 

practices that should be evaluated regularly. Whenever a deviation from these 

recommendations is identified, or a question whose resolution is not answered by this 

document, it should be subject to intervention. 

5.6. This Contingency Plan enters into force immediately after its approval by TDI 

Management. 

5.7. More information about this Contingency Plan will be made available on the pages 

 www.teiadimpulsos.pt and www.rotadopetisco.com. All questions should be addressed 

to the organization via the email address rotadopetisco@teiadimpulsos.pt. 

http://www.teiadimpulsos.pt/
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